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M r. John Dickinson (Dick) Baker, age 74, of Grand Haven passed away Monday,
January 24, 2022, at home. He was born June 16, 1947, in Grand Haven to
Douglas and Katharine (Hall) Baker. Dick married Cindy Casey, August 28, 1971, at St.
Mary’s Catholic Church in Spring Lake after a serendipitous meeting at the Bil Mar
just eight months earlier. Later they went on to create a family that would bring him
the most beautiful and joyful purpose in life. He adored his wife, daughters and
grandchildren to no end.

Dick was in the first graduating class of Spring Lake High School and went on to be one of the
first inductees of their sports hall of Fame. He also graduated from UNC Chapel Hill and took
great pride in being a Tar Heel. Dick enjoyed golfing, basketball, swimming in the Big Lake, bird
watching, big band, reading and any little thing that brought him joy- which was most things. He
was a goofball and a prankster, he loved fun. He could be heard down the block hollering at the
Detroit Lions or the Pistons; He never missed a game. Dick had no patience for traffic and got
around mostly by bike. When faced with travel in the car, he always found the red roads, the
scenic route to travel- a lesson we cherish both figuratively and literally. He wrote countless “bird
notes” to family and friends and would stop at nothing to support them and enjoy life with all of
us that were lucky enough to have known him. He was the most genuine, caring husband, father,
"Bumpa" and friend anyone could ever have. He found essential value in every person he met and
treated all with the same respect and dignity. Dick worked until his dying day at D Baker and Son
Lumber Co. He did the jobs no one else could or wanted to, meticulously and with great care. He
was humble, helpful and truly kind.

He is survived by his wife of 50 years, Cindy; four daughters: Melissa (Jim) Baker-Boosamra of
Grand Rapids, Allison (Mike) Anderson of Spring Lake, Nada (Ryan) Edson of Grand Haven, Sarah
(Doug) Edgar of Grand Haven; thirteen grandchildren: Jharid, Chloe, Asa, and Ocean Boosamra,
Avery, and Brenden Anderson, Kloe, Grant and Casey Edson, and Edith, James, Mary, and Louise
Edgar; sisters, Ginny (Larry) McFadden, and Rachel Calderon; brother, Bruce (Christine) Baker;
in-laws: John Casey, Tory (Joe) Thrift, and Sarah Palmer and many nieces, nephews, cousins,
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" Obituary

friends, and co-workers. He was preceded in death by his parents, Doug and Kathy Baker, in-laws,
Colonel Edward J. and Nada (Dreier) Casey; and his brothers-in-law, Larry Palmer and Walter
Foote.

A memorial service will be held at 11:00am on Saturday, February 5th at First Presbyterian
Church in Grand Haven. A celebration will follow immediately after the service at D Baker and
Son Lumber. Interment will take place in Lake Forest Cemetery. Memorial contributions in
memory of Dick may be given to Hemlock Crossings at Ottawa County Parks & Recreation or
Doug and Kathy Baker Memorial Fund at the Grand Haven Area Community Foundation. Please
sign the family’s online guestbook at www.sytsemafh.com.
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Sytsema Funeral & Cremation Services shared a Webcast Video.

January 31at 11:52 AM

Will Miss Ya posted:

just a treasure trove of unforgettable good time memories from my golf league partner and confidant!
ryan mchenry

March 5 at 10:28 AM

Bob Duer ( R.A. Holmes Const. ) posted:

So very sorry for your loss. I've been coming into the lumber yard for years, and always enjoyed my
conversations with Dick. A truly nice person!

February 18 at 3:38 PM

Cindy Dobrez shared a photo to the Memories Album album.

February 5 at 5:00 AM

Trevor posted:

Bumpa and | shared greetings, laughs, stories, and friendship over countless drop-offs and pick-ups
over the years that some of his grandchildren attended the elementary school where | work. He was
always smiling, always had time, and always passed on warmth. Thank you to the Baker-Boosamra
family for sharing Bumpa with me. May his memory be eternal.

February 5 at 5:00 AM

Leslie Van Hall posted:

Last | saw Dick was in early September. He was with his bird group photographing sand pipers on the
north pier. Love that man. Best neighbor ever. Best family ever. Love to you all.

February 4 at 4:10 PM
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Kevin & Kathy Marshall shared 2 photos to the Tribute Wall album.

To all the great times on the Basketball Court and Golf course going to miss u Bake

February 4 at 10:11 AM

@ Sarah Edgar February 7 at 8:27 AM
Thanks for the great photos, Kevin. | didn't get to share a memory with you at the funeral... We

always loved our trips up to West Lake, Hardee's and your house. We would keep the windows
shut for the whole ride up to see how hot we could get before finally running into the water
when we reached our swimming spot. | remember one pool party at your house when my dad
unknowingly brought the camcorder into the men's room with him. Luckily it wasn't anything to
mortifying and the camera didn't catch anything it shouldn't have... Even so we all were horribly
embarrassed and had a great laugh together.Thanks for being such a friend to my dad.

Anonymous sent an Emerald Garden Basket to the Baker family.

February 4 at 9:19 AM

Anonymous sent a Peaceful White Lilies Basket to the Baker family.

February 4 at 5:41 AM

With Love, Sethco Lumber Company sent a Delightful Dieffenbachia to the Baker
family.

February 4 at 5:06 AM
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Levering Sherman shared 2 photos to the Memories Album album.

February 3 at 5:38 PM

@ Levering Sherman February 3 at 5:52 PM

Love to Cindy, Bruce and all the family. Wish | could be there Saturday, but | will surely
participate in the great tribute online. This is the core of our Chapel Hill gang who shared a
house in the riotous days of 1968-69. Dick was the usual source of many mischiefs (and always
willing to drive in that infamous Chevy), as well as being the leader of our campus-basketball
team (who won the all-campus championship in 1968 and were personally congratulated by
Coach Dean Smith). In the 2nd picture, sadly the only ones left are myself and Bucky Layton at
upper right. Glasses raised to Dick, Christopher Ferguson (who died just over a year ago in St
Petersburg FL), and Doug (Dug) Saunders who we lost touch with but died before our 50th
UNC reunion. Peace to all, and my best from Maine.

Anonymous sent an Emerald Garden Basket to the Baker family.

February 3 at 5:28 PM

lain Novoselich posted:

Sending nothing but love and warmth to Cindy and the entire extended Baker family. The first time |
met Dick was at a GHHS Basketball game and what | remember most was how absolutely genuine he
was. He was always complimentary of the students in the band and loved a good joke. The people of
the City of GH have lost a wonderful person, entrepreneur, and true community supporter.

February 3 at 5:06 PM

Anonymous sent a Glorious Grace Bouquet to the Baker family.

February 3 at 9:20 AM
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Anonymous sent a Summer's Light Bouquet to the Baker family.

February 2 at 12:50 PM

Anonymous sent a Sweetest Sunrise Bouquet to the Baker family.

February 1at 3:28 PM

Anonymous sent a Beautiful in Blue to the Baker family.

January 31at 11:19 AM

Love Your Ghsl Hockey Family sent a Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum to the Baker
family.

January 31at 7:35 AM

Anonymous planted a Memorial Tree in honor of Dick.

January 30 at 3:33 PM

Dawn Van Hall posted:

@ 2 0 P P D

I just got this incredibly sad news out here on the west coast. Cindy, Melissa, Alison, Sarah and Nada
- you are all in my heart today with wishes for comfort and healing for you. Your family has been
such a huge part of my life and | grieve with you. Dick was always so very kind to all of us and even
though it has been many years since I've seen you all, this loss is felt deeply. Hold each other close
and celebrate his life as one well lived - filled with family, fun and lots of love.Dawn Van Hall

January 30 at 10:45 AM
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Simon Snoeyer posted:

From are early beginnings Moving in to the Grand Haven area my parents Bernie and Corrie Snoeyer
Always felt welcome and like family at Baker lumber My parents owned And operated Boyden house
B&B Dick Baker always loved my dad's Humor And my dad enjoyed Dick's humor and Jokes From the
Snoeyer family to the Baker family our deepest condolences prayers and love

January 29 at 5:55 AM

John Vandermeiden lii posted:

My condolences to the Baker family. Dick was great friend. A great person. A great competitor. A
great athlete. A great family man. What a great loss. I'll always remember our Tuesday night golf
games at SLCC. I'll always remember playing city league basketball and pickup games at Fruitport
High School with Dick. Whenever he saw you he would stick out his arm to shake your hand. He was
quite a guy. Heavens gain.John Vander Meiden IlI

January 28 at 11:17 AM

Patti Bernard posted:

Condolences to all of you. Dick was the most kind person. He loved his family deeply, and it showed.
Thoughts and prayers for each of you. He is always with you and in your heart.

January 28 at 9:20 AM

Cathy Selin posted:

When we lived on Carroll and were neighbors with your family, we were so admiring of your Bumpa
who seemed to always be around, playing, chatting, and enjoying the family. He will be missed. We
believe that he is in a place where there is no sadness, sorrow or suffering. Our prayers are with
those here who miss him already. There are so many great memories. Cathy and Steve Selin

January 28 at 7:10 AM

Donn Herreman posted:

What wonderful person. Dick was a great competitor, good friend, loved walking into Baker lumber
and chatting. He will be missed by many in the Tri Cities but never forgotten. Prayers to Cindy and
the entire Baker family.

January 27 at 6:14 PM
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\ | Tribute Wall Dick Baker

Jill Voshel Roberts posted:

| was shocked when | read about Dick’s passing. Such a good person and an old friend going back to
high school days. We lived in “the neighborhood"” for many years and | got to know Cindy and their
girls as well. Many prayers to The Baker family. Jill Voshel Roberts and family

January 27 at 6:11 PM

Anonymous sent a Basket Full of Wishes to the Baker family.

January 27 at 4:06 PM

Valerie Deur posted:

It was always fun for me back in the 80s, to go to Baker Lumber to sell advertising for WGHN. Dick's

friendly grin and greeting brightened my day. Of course Dick and Bruce would steer me to Cindy. You
could feel the love in that place. This was a great family who, together, ran a business they loved and
took pride in. ..Condolences and heartfelt love to all who love Dick.Val Whiting Deur

January 27 at 2:49 PM

Judy Jackson posted:

We're so sorry to hear of Dick's passing. He and Cindy were great nearby neighbors and never failed
to say hello when we passed on a walk through the neighborhood. We have since moved on but love
to visit and walk through our old neighborhood. Dick will be missed by many | am sure.George and
Judy Jackson

January 27 at 10:41 AM

Lisa And Paul Veach posted:

©
S
©
o
o

A light has gone out in this world when Dick passed away. He and Cindy were awesome neighbors. A
hello from Cindy on her porch reading and a wave from Dick riding his bike. He heart and light will be
sorely missed. The Bakers just leave the world a better place everywhere they go. Paul, Lisa, and
family.The Lake Ave Veach fam.

January 27 at 10:08 AM
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Linda Miller posted:

Although I did not know Dick well, when | saw him at family gatherings, he seemed like such a nice
person. He was always so kind to me and made me feel welcome. | am so sorry for your family’s loss.
Linda Miller

January 27 at 9:15 AM

Jim Campbell And Linda Miller sent a Sweetest Sunrise Bouquet to the Baker
family.

January 27 at 8:22 AM

Rosalia posted:

What a wonderful man! | enjoyed talking to him and his wife last summer on their front porch. Prayers
to the family of this wonderful man who will be greatly missed by the Grand Haven community. Your
Lumber Company neighbor,Rose McConnell-BeeryDerby, Kansas

January 27 at 6:56 AM

Michael And Cheryl Tague posted:

Our prayers to the Baker family on their loss. Dick was a great guy. We first met him when our
daughters played baseball together. Always smiling, and very supportive of all the baseball team.

January 27 at 6:40 AM

Vicki(Wildey)Steiner posted:

To Dicks family, | am very sorry to hear of has passing. | also was a member of the class of 1965
SLHC. Prayers to your family. Vicki(Wildey)Steiner

January 27 at 6:37 AM
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Pat Ostradick posted:

Steve and | are so deeply saddened to learn of Dick's passing. From way down south in Florida, it
doesn't seem real. | can see him peddling his bike around Grand Haven, always smiling, always ready
to stop and chat for a while...that's how I'll remember him. Our hearts go out to you, Cindy and the
girls, because we know that he'll be deeply missed forever.

January 27 at 6:19 AM

Cynthia Powsner posted:

Cindy, Melissa, Allison, Nada and Sarah, | just learned about this today. My heart is just breaking for
you all. I love you all so much, and | loved Dick too. You all have been a very important part of my life.
I'm not sure how | would have transitioned into adulthood without you all! | was just thinking about
Dick yesterday, and how he always had to drive me home late at night after babysitting. ( before |
could drive), he was always so warm and caring. | just can't imagine a world without Dick. If | can do
anything for you, will you please call me. All my love,Cynthia (and Ethan)

January 27 at 6:00 AM

Anonymous sent a Basket of Memories to the Baker family.

January 27 at 5:07 AM

Sarah Edgar shared a photo to the Tribute Wall album.

Mrs B- a photo of Bump enjoying those after lunch stories with James and friends.
Thank you so very much.

January 27 at 2:12 AM

Karen Idema posted:

Cindy, my heart goes out to you and the girls. You are a very special family and | have such treasured
memories. Sending you the warmest care with much love to you all as you celebrate Dick's life and
hold him close to you forever. Karen Idema

January 26 at 5:12 PM
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Rodney Griswold posted:

My deepest sympathies to the Baker family. | met Dick at the yard in the 90's. It was always a
pleasure to have a conversation with him anywhere and anytime we met. Our community has lost a
bright twinkling star with his passing. May we all cherish the fond memories we have.

January 26 at 4:16 PM

Caitlin posted:

My Mother, Lisa Casler, Dick's "birding wife" adored him to no end. He was a fatherly figure and
cherished friend of hers. In her loss, Dick and | became acquainted and he sent me some of his bird
notes and a few cards which | will cherish along with the ones my mother kept. He was a beacon of
hope & light and his laugh made me smile. My heart and most sincere condolences go out to Cindy &
his girls and his grand babies. Sending you lots of love.

January 26 at 3:34 PM

Joni B. (Mrs. B.) posted:

I loved it when Grampa Baker would come and have lunch with Edith and James when they were in
my Y5's classroom. He would line-up outside when recess was over, come in with the kids and join
us for the after lunch, story Yes, he would even sit on the floor with the kids! That man WOULD
ALWAYS put a smile on my face whenever | would see him out and about or spot him on his bike! The
KINDNESS he spread and his love for family, nature and the simplicity of life will forever be my
guiding light! | LOVE Grampa Baker and he will FOREVER have a SPECIAL SPOT in my heart!!'Hugs to
the FAMILYMrs. B. :)

January 26 at 1:28 PM

@ Sarah Edgar January 27 at 2:13 AM
| added a photo above. He loved you too! We all do!
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Emily Tornga posted:

I met Dick through birding with Ottawa County Parks and | will never forget how kind he was to me
and everyone he met. | was lucky to be one of the recipients of his "bird notes" and he was so
thoughtful to spread his joy for birds (and the people who loved them too) in this way. The kindness
and friendship he so generously gave to the birding community will never be forgotten.

January 26 at 12:39 PM

@ Bonnie Kot January 26 at 2:42 PM
I have not known Dick very long, but we often walked together on Ottawa County bird walks,

looking for birds and chatting away. Such a nice man. | will miss him. Bonnie Kot

Chip Francke posted:

| only knew Dick for a few years as we shared a number of birding excursions. What a great guy who
will be sorely missed by the birding community and many others.Chip Francke

January 26 at 12:34 PM

Curtis Dykstra shared an album called Memories Album.

January 26 at 12:12 PM

@ Sarah Edgar January 26 at 12:40 PM
Yes, your presence in his life was so meaningful for our whole family. Thank you so much for

sharing your love of nature and birds with Dad. It has been and will continue to be passed on
and on.

@ Nada Edson January 26 at 12:21 PM
Thanks for sharing this great photo! He sure was a big fan of your Curtis!

@ Curtis Dykstra January 26 at 12:16 PM

In retirement, Dick showed up for a birding field trip through the nature center at Hemlock
Crossing County Park and the rest is history. He was a good friend to all he met, loved birding
and shared that love with many, including his children and grandchildren. He will be sorely
missed.
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Anonymous sent a Serene Retreat to the Baker family.

January 26 at 11:21 AM

Robert Krause posted:

| always enjoyed seeing him at the lumberyard, | liked him, just knowing that he was a kind man, and
made time to chat with me. He will be sorely missed, also liked hearing that he opened up the place
first thing in the morning, worked for a bit and took off to play golf. "Just a good guy!”

January 26 at 11:03 AM

Alice Waterous posted:

It's impossible to imagine a more treasured friend & neighbor than Dick. Low keyed, continually
cheerful, friendly, helpful and kind. We became accustomed to seeing him pedaling off, to the
lumberyard or the beach, often barefooted.When my husband, Jerry was in Hospice care at our
home across the street from Cindy & Dick, they visited often & Dick started seeing our trash &
recycling containers were put to the curb & returned to the backyard.Dick was a humble everyday
hero, he will be greatly missed by all who knew him.

January 26 at 10:10 AM

Steve Justema posted:

Quite a gentleman this world has lost. Growing up very near the lumberyard, it was always a great
find to grab some cut ends (scraps to them, but treasures to me) to build skateboards (with steel
roller skate wheels of course) and other fun kid projects. And no one could have been friendlier than
Dick to help select the good pieces. Then later in life | had the pleasure to do business with Dick in
the building materials industry. He was always fair to me and treated me with respect. My heartfelt
condolences to Cindy and the entire family.

January 26 at 6:43 AM

@ Lynne O'keefe March 6 at 12:37 PM
Dick was one of my very favorite classmates. A gentleman to the end. He will be missed by
myself as well as all of his SL 65 classmates! Hope you're up there have the golfing game of

your life, Dick. RIP Thinking of Cindy and family. @ /A, @ /A, @ J\, ¥
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Vilene Rodgers posted:

I am so going to miss Dick at University Park Golf Course. He was kind to everyone, loved his family,
golf and birds. So, so sorry to hear he is gone. He was a wonderul man.

January 25 at 5:12 PM

@ Sharon Whitehill January 29 at 11:48 AM

To the family who played such a key role in my life as my next-door neighbor--Cindy, Melissa,
Alison, Nada, Sarah, and of course Dick--my heart goes out to you all. We've often reminisced
about Melissa's loud sunbathing music from the balcony, offset by my louder Beethoven;
about dogs barking all night at racoons on the wire and Jim's honeybees soaring in and out
over the tramp from behind our garage; about those first balmy evenings in spring when
Cindy and | would sit on our porches with G & Ts; about the frustrations and perks of that
shared driveway of ours (my own frustration was kids blocking me when they picked up your
girls, my perk was snowplowing for free); and the borrowed electric lawn mower of yours
whose cord | kept running over and severing.And oh so much more, all of which | treasure. A
model family you were to me in those days of my struggles with divorce and bad boyfriends
and naughty teenagers. Always there to let me borrow an egg or a cup of milk or entertain me
when | was alone at Christmas. (I think | still owe Melissa a gift.) Also the connection through
Walter and Rachel, which made us feel closer than ever. Even after Jim and | moved away,
first to Coopersville for the bees, and later to Florida after he developed Chronic Fatigue, you
always kept in loyal touch. (I still remember the amusing thing you said to me on a Christmas
card, Cindy, which I still chuckle at: "Dick=Golf." Such a succinct way of summing up your
husbandly news.| will stop there, but please know how much you and Dick and rest of the
family have meant to me over the year. And how | grieve along with you as we face our mutual
losses.Sharon Whitehill

@ Clive Francis January 28 at 6:56 AM

Dick will be missed. We were classmates at SLHS Class of 1965. Dick and | played basketball
and football at SLHS. He and | went to a Detroit Pistons basketball camp in his yellow 1955
Chevrolet 2 door one summer. What a great trip it was, his play improved a lot from that
experience. It was always great to visit with him at various events. He was always the same
soft spoken and a gentleman as he was in high school.

Barb Lambourne January 27 at 8:41 AM
Cindy and family... | am so very, very sorry for your loss! Keep all of the special memories
close and Dick will never be far away! Blessings and peace to all... @ J\, @

©

David Vandoorne January 27 at 8:22 AM

| have been gone from Grand Haven for many years now but | raised my two sons (friends of
the "Baker" girls) a stones throw from the lumber company and he was always a friendly face
in the neighborhood. | will forever remember seeing Dick and Cindy at any family event that
was geared for the community. Kids and laughter abounded. Dick was a community mainstay.

&
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Cindy and family, | will always have a smile on my face when | remember times with you all.
Bless you Dick for your joy in life.

Cecelia Eanes January 26 at 6:38 PM
Only good memories of a kind, gentle, smiling and loving person. Sending love to you, Cindy,
and your family.

Tim Rose January 26 at 11:33 AM
As fine a person as I've known.

Dianne Gilbert Ehrhard January 26 at 11:13 AM
Sharing your grief. he was my brother Larry's BFF.Dianne Gilbert Ehrhard

Ken Sturm January 26 at 11:07 AM
When Dick walks through the Pearly Gates, | am certain he will receive the same warm,
friendly welcome he gave his customers at Baker Lumber.Ken Sturm

Mary Jo And Tom Galetto January 25 at 6:05 PM

A nicer man you will never find. He was so friendly and kind and welcoming. So many great
chance meetings around town. Birding, golfing , bike riding , lumbering.! He will be greatly
missed. Best wishes to his family.It is hard to even think we won't see him riding down Lake
ave. on his bike, with his towel heading to the beach, or really anywhere. Seeing Dick out and
about was just a treat. Always some little quip, or observation. Dick was a true gem of a
human being. Cindy and family, you are in our hearts. His love for his family was always right
out front and center.Tom and Mary Jo Galetto

@ 6060 O
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Cindy Dobrez shared a photo to the Memories Album album. February 5 at 5:00 AM

Beth Miller, Lisa Casler, Dick Baker, Cindy Dobrez, Lonny Garris.
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Kevin & Kathy Marshall shared 2 photos to the Tribute Wall album. February 4 at 10:11 AM

Levering Sherman shared 2 photos to the Memories Album album. February 3 at 5:38 PM

Old old days, Tar Heels in MI ! Noble Gents of Chapel Hill 1969
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Sarah Edgar shared a photo to the Tribute Wall album. January 27 at 2:12 AM
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Curtis Dykstra shared a photo to the Memories Album album. January 26 at 1212 PM

Dick was very dear to the local birding community
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Memories only last if you share them

Join us in honoring Dick by contributing to a collection of shared memories.
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